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Application Guidelines

International Summer Seminars for Art Curators

Post Socialism and Media Transformations: Strategies of Representation
July 21-August 1, 2008,  Yerevan, Armenia
AICA-Armenia is announcing the call for the 3rd International Summer Seminars’ Program for contemporary art curators, which will take place from July 21-August 2 in Yerevan, Armenia. The project is being realized in collaboration with SCCA-Ljubljana in Slovenia, SCCA-Alma-Aty in Kazakhstan and Beral Madra Center for Contemporary Art in Istanbul. 
The program is comprised of a series of lectures, presentations and workshops that center around issues related to the methodologies of curating, the role of the curator in the ever increasing globalization of the art market, strategies of representation and institutional structures in the contemporary art world.  The theme of the 2008 project Post-Socialism and Media Transformations: Strategies of Representation will focus on aspects of new media representation in the specific context of post-Socialism. The aim is to look at transformations in the uses of media for artistic production and the mechanisms of representation in the artistic scenes of former socialist countries, with an awareness of ideological connotations of new media utilization.  We will look at the transformation of the media use historically, taking into account those larger social and cultural conditions that have shaped dominant modes of new media art production, representation and reception in the post-Socialist context. 

Coinciding with the 6th Giumry Biennale held in Giumry, Armenia, the participants of the program will have an opportunity to contribute to the Biennale.  The format of the contribution will be developed throughout the workshop depending upon the workshop leader’s and participants’ initiative.      
The intensive two-weeks program will comprise of a theory and method courses, as well as a curatorial workshop.  The courses will be combined with presentations by local and international artists, curators, art historians and cultural workers as well as with visits to artists’ studios, galleries and museums in Yerevan.  The participants will gain knowledge not only about theoretical and methodological issues related to curatorial practices but will also get acquainted with Armenian artists, curators, critics as well as institutional structures in the field of contemporary art in Armenia.  Throughout the past two years of the program, the participants have developed a lively forum of alumni networking through collaborating with each other on common themes in the form of exhibitions, symposia and publications.   The courses and the workshop are conducted by internationally renowned academics and curators.   

Eligibility

· Unlike the past two years when the program was open only to prospective and practicing curators from former Socialist countries, this year we have opened it also for international participants.  Everyone, regardless of geographical location and residency can apply. 

· Holding a degree in Art History, Museum Studies or/and other related areas is not a requirement.  However, the preference will be given to those applicants who have some academic background or professional experience in the field of contemporary art history/theory/criticism/curtain or show strong motivation to become actively involved in contemporary art in the future.

· The minimum education requirement is a BA degree or an equivalent.

· There is no age limit for applying to the summer seminars.  However, the preference will be give to developing art curators and other relevant practitioners. 
Funding

The program has limited number of grants that will be awarded on the basis of the merit of the application.  At times preference might be given to applicants from contexts with limited access to similar seminars and workshops.

· There is no participation fee. The program is free of charge of all nationalities.

· We offer several types of funding: the first one fully or partially covers transportation as well as accommodation expenses throughout the period of the program. 

· The second type covers accommodation costs, and the applicant is required to pay for his/her own travel costs.  

· AICA-Armenia will provide free breakfast and lunch during the seminars. 

To apply to these grants, simply tick the appropriate box on the application form. Ticking the box does not guarantee the satisfaction of your funding request. 

Application Procedure and Deadline

The deadline for submitting applications is April 15, 2008.  All the applications should arrive before the closing date. The applications and related materials should be submitted to the relevant partner-organization or AICA-Armenia by e-mail.  Please, see the information below for submission information according to your country of residence. AICA-Armenia’s partner institutions will choose several applications from the first round of the competition and forward it to AICA-Armenia for a final selection. The final results will be announced in early May, 2008. 

Application Requirements

· Please, ensure to complete all sections of the application and date it before submitting it.  Undated applications will not be considered.  Given the requirement to submit the applications by e-mail,  it is not necessary to sign the document. Nevertheless, make sure that the application goes out from your personal e-mail address. 

· Make sure to include a statement of propose which tells us about your academic and professional interests, your past achievements and contributions, your reasons for applying to the summer school program and how it can contribute to your development.  

· Since the language of instruction is English, good knowledge of English is a requirement for all applicants. Please, enclose any document or certificate that will serve as a proof for your linguistic abilities.  You may also enclose your curriculum vitae if it benefits your application.

· Include an academic writing sample or/and an exhibition review, maximum 1500 words. 

· Please, ask two referees who have close knowledge of your academic or professional abilities to comment upon your suitability to the summer seminars’ program. The letters of reference should be confidential and may be obtained from your academic instructor, your colleague and/or job supervisor. Ask your referees to e-mail their submissions directly from their e-mail addresses and include information on other means of contacting them (telephone number and mailing address). 

Where to Send:
Residents of the European Union, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro and Macedonia should send the applications and supporting materials by e-mail to Maja Lozic. 

E-Mail: svetumetnosti@scca-ljubljana.si 
URL: www.scca-ljubljana.si 

     
www.worldofart.org 

Address: SCCA-Ljubljana,

Metelkova 6, SI - 1000 Ljubljana
Tel.:+386 (0)1 431 83 85,  

Fax: +386 (0)1 430 06 29
Residents of Middle Eastern countries should send the application to BM Center for Contemporary Art in Istanbul by e-mail to  Beral Madra 

E-Mail: bmadra@tnn.net
URL: http://www.btmadra.com
BM Contemporary Art Center

Akkavak Sok: 1/1 34365 

Nişantaş-istanbul

Tel: 0090 2122310 1023 

Fax. 0090 2126865

Residents of Central Asian countries and Fareast Asia, should send the applications and supporting materials by e-mail to Valeria Ibraeva.
E-mail: scca@scca.kz
URL: http://www.scca.kz

Soros Centre of Contemporary Art – Almaty

171 Tulebayeva str., 050010, Almaty, Kazakhstan

Tel. 7 (3272) 58 13 67, 67 07 64 , 

Fax: 7 (3272) 67 07 65,

Residents of South Caucasus Countries, Russia, Moldova, Belarus, Ukraine, North and South America, Australia, Africa, New Zealand should send the applications and supporting materials by e-mail to Nazareth Karoyan and Angela Harutyunyan.
E-mail submissions: angela.harutyunyan@gmail.com ; n-karoyan@naac.am  

URL: www.naac.am 

AICA-ARMENIA
Hrachya Kotchar 13/99, Yerevan, Armenia

Tel.: +37410264619

If you have any further questions concerning the summer school program, please, do not hesitate to consult our web site www.naac.am or contact us at: angela.harutyunyan@gmail.com and n-karoyan@naac.am . 

****About AICA-Armenia
AICA-Armenia, established and registered under the name National Association of Art Critics was founded in January-March 2005.  It is acting according to RA Civil Code, Law “On NGOs” and other RA laws. 

The legacy of the Soviet past with its rejection and subjugation of any kind of criticism to the totalitarian ideology on the one hand and the present-day market with its total rejection of public opinion expression have forced art historians working in various fields of art criticism, education and exhibitions to create this association. Interested in Armenian and International modern and contemporary art, its members will try to reestablish the double responsibility of art criticism – spreading critical perception on artists and society in respect of art history in all diversity of its contemporary expressions. 

By means of:
- Organization of exhibitions, festivals and other events covering conferences, seminars, public discussions, art historical research,
- Critical analysis of the exhibitions and different kind of events of public interest in printed and electronic media,
- Defense of the professional copyright and moral interests of the critics in cultural-public relations,
- Inculcation of patenting system to support training courses, organization of local and international art fairs,
- By means of establishing ties with international art organizations and implementation of exchange programs,

the Association aims at:
- Formation of art historical thinking (criticism, theory, history),
- Providing transparency of public project implementation mechanisms,
- Harmonization of cultural policies to modern demands, improvement of legislative field,
- Increase the role of art critic in the cultural-political sphere,
- Development of expertise and coordination field, creation of professional grounds for privet galleries performance quality, formation of art markets,
- Establishment of cultural dialog between different countries.

